Can’t view images? View Newsworthy online at www.news-council.org/NewsworthyOnlineDec07.pdf

NEWSWORTHY 0Online

December 2007

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

It has been a busy time for the Twin Cities media community: in November,
Joel Kramer launched MinnPost.com, a nonprofit journalism enterprise; in
early December, the Star Tribune and Pioneer Press settled a pending law-
suit; and just last week it was revealed that a local journalist’s phone records
were subpoenaed by the St. Paul Police Department. Meanwhile, in Sioux
Falls, South Dakota, a libel lawsuit is underway.

The Minnesota News Council is one of four news councils in the United
States, and one of several world-wide. Beginning this month, Newsworthy
Online will feature the work, decisions and other programming of news
councils from across the nation and around the world.

Sarah Bauer

MNC RECEIVED 25% MORE COMPLAINTS IN 2007 THAN 2006

In 2007, the MNC received 71 complaints, an increase of 25% from last year. About 70% of
this year’s complaints were general objections to the tone or content of news stories. The
rest were from individuals who were directly named or alluded to in the media; the News
Council examined five of these complaints at public hearings this year.

Allegations of bias, misrepresentation, and lack of coverage have been the most common
complaints in November and December.
- A Minneapolis man protested that a picture of him was digitally altered to
perpetuate Muslim stereotypes.
- A man in rural Minnesota asserted that newspaper commentary on dwarfism was
unfair and offensive.
- A hospitalized man felt it was unfair of a TV station to refuse to air the story after
he had allowed a camera crew into his life.

You can read the results of our 2007 public hearings here.

FEATURED NEWS COUNCIL: WASHINGTON NEWS COUNCIL

Washington News Council Reviews Coverage of Local Development Project

In 2006, Editor Steve Smith from The Spokesman-Review, a daily newspaper published in
Spokane, WA, asked the Washington News Council (WNC) to conduct an independent, outside
audit of the newspaper's performance reporting on a local development project. The project,
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INTERESTED IN JOINING -

THE NEWS COUNCIL?

We are currently accepting
applications from media and
non-media applicants for mem-
bership on the hearing panel.
Joining the News Council hear-
ing panel is a great opportunity
to participate in discussions
about media ethics and stan-
dards, as well as meet local
journalists, professionals and
newsmakers.

Fill out an application today!

¢ 2008 Hearing Dates

The News Council meets every
other month to consider complaints
i about news coverage. All public
hearings begin at 12:15 p.m.

! Check the MNC Web site for loca-
tion information.

Thursday, January 17. 2008
Thursday, February 21, 2008

! Thursday, April 17, 2008
Thursday June 19, 2008

i Thursday, August 21, 2008

i Thursday, October 16, 2008

i Thursday, December 11, 2008

We now accept
donations online!
Support our work today.

River Park Square (RPS), is a major downtown Spokane mall whose developer was the Cowles Co. - which also owns and pub-
lishes The Spokesman-Review. That dual role led to widespread criticism of the newspaper's performance.

It is highly unusual, if not unprecedented, for any American newspaper to ask an outside agency to review and critique its news
coverage. The project was jointly funded by the newspaper and the news council, who had the help of a grant from the Ethics and
Excellence in Journalism Foundation.

Some key findings and recommendations:

- The newspaper did not investigate thoroughly in a timely matter and report promptly and forthrightly the financial structure of RPS
- The newspaper suppressed financial information of importance to decision-makers and the public at-large, but potentially unfavor-
able to developers.

- A news editor overseeing the reporting of a controversial issue involving the owners of the newspaper should not advocate a par-
ticular outcome.

Read the Washington News Council’s report here.
Read current Editor Steve Smith’s response to the WNC recommendations here.
Read former Editor Chris Peck’s response to the WNC recommendations here.

FROM THE DEVELOPMENT OFFICE

The 2007-2008 income budget for the Minnesota News Council is $161,180. Our fiscal year ends March
31%.. We rely greatly upon individual, media and corporate donations.

We need your urgent support if we are to meet our budget for this year.

In addition to online donations and donations through the mail, the Minnesota News Council also takes donations
of stock. If you are interested in transferring stock, please contact Erika Roland at 612-339-0030.

Erika Roland

To stop receiving this monthly update of the Minnesota News Council, please click here.
Questions or comments? E-mail us at info@news-council.org or call (612) 341-9357.

The Minnesota News Council
Sarah Bauer, Executive Director e Erika Roland, Development Director
12 South Sixth Street, Suite 927 e Minneapolis, MN 55402
Phone: (612) 341-9357 e Fax: (612) 339-0030
Email: info@news-council.org ® Web: www.news-council.org


http://www.news-council.org/application.pdf�
http://www.minnpost.com�
http://www.startribune.com/business/12260661.html�
http://www.startribune.com/business/12260661.html�
http://www.startribune.com/business/12260661.html�
http://www.startribune.com/business/12260661.html�
http://www.twincities.com/ci_7717024?IADID=Search-www.twincities.com-www.twincities.com&nclick_check=1�
http://www.twincities.com/ci_7717024?IADID=Search-www.twincities.com-www.twincities.com&nclick_check=1�
http://www.twincities.com/ci_7717024?IADID=Search-www.twincities.com-www.twincities.com&nclick_check=1�
http://www.twincities.com/ci_7717024?IADID=Search-www.twincities.com-www.twincities.com&nclick_check=1�
http://www.argusleader.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2007711280302�
mailto:sarah.bauer@news-council.org?subject=Newsworthy%20Online%20Dec%202007�
http://www.news-council.org/NewsworthyOnlineDec07.pdf�
http://www.news-council.org�
mailto:info@news-council?subject=UNENROLL_ME�
mailto:info@news-council.org?subject=Newsworthy_Online�
http://www.news-council.org/Outcomes/outcomes_bydate.html�
http://www.news-council.org/sponsor_howto.html�
mailto:erika.roland@news-council.org?subject=Development%20Report�
http://wanewscouncil.org/spokane-final/title-page.html�
http://www.spokesmanreview.com/breaking/story.asp?ID=9870%00�
http://www.spokesmanreview.com/breaking/story.asp?ID=9869%00�
http://www.news-council.org/sponsor_howto.html�

	NEWSWORTHY 

	December 2007

	From the Development Office

	Featured News Council:  Washington News Council

	2008 Hearing Dates

	The News Council meets every other month to consider complaints about news coverage.  All public hearings begin at 12:15 p.m.  Check the MNC Web site for location information.

	Thursday, January 17. 2008

	Thursday, February 21, 2008

	Thursday, April 17, 2008

	Thursday June 19, 2008

	Thursday, August 21, 2008

	Thursday, October 16, 2008

	Thursday, December 11, 2008

	To stop receiving  this monthly update of the Minnesota News Council, please click here.
Questions or comments? E-mail us at info@news-council.org or call (612) 341-9357.

	Inside This Issue

	MNC Received 25% More Complaints in 2007 than 2006



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



